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1. BEGIN SUMMARY. DENMARK VOTED IN FAVOR OF 

THE PROPOSED RECOMMENDATION EOR A TOTAL ALLOWABLE 
CATCH (TAC) QUOTA ON NORTH SEA HERRING. THE 
FAEROESE AGREED TO THE DANISH VOTE AFTER A SIN- 
GLE OVERALL QUOTA WAS SET RATHER THAN SEPARATE 
QUOTAS EOR DENMARK AND THE FAEROES. THE RECOM- 
MENDATION IS EXPECTED TO BE APPROVED BY THE 
NEAEC STATES. IE NO MORE THAN TWO OBJECTIONS 
ARE SUBSEQUENTLY RECEIVED TO IT, THE RECOMMEN- 
DATION BECOMES BINDING UPON THE NON-OBJECTING 
STATES. ALSO NECESSARY FOR THE TAC QUOTA TO 
BECOME EEFECTIVE IS AMENDMENT OE THE CONVENTION 
WHICH IS PRESENTLY BEING HELD UP BY LACK OE 
BELGIAN APPROVAL. ACTION REQUESTED: EMBASSY 
LONDON VERIFICATION OF VOTE. END SUMMARY. 

2. THE GOVERNMENT OF DENMARK INFORMED THE NEAFC 
SECRETARIAT THAT DENMARK VOTES IN EAVOR OF THE 
PROPOSED RECOMMENDATION (NEAFC PRESIDENT PROPO- 
SAL REVISED) FOR NEW REGULATIONS CONCERNING 
THE NORTH SEA HERRING STOCKS. THE RECOMMENDA- 
TION PROVIDES FOR THE ESTABLISHMENT OF A TOTAL 
ALLOWABLE CATCH (TAC) AND THE DIVISION OF THE 
TAC AMONG CONTRACTING STATES. 

3. IN THE REVISED PROPOSAL, A SINGLE QUOTE 
OF 210,000 METRIC TONS HAS BEEN ASSIGNED TO 
DENMARK, INCLUDING THE FAEROE ISLANDS. AT THE 
MARCH MEETING IN LONDON (REF A), SEPARATE QUOTAS 
HAD BEEN SET, I.E., DENMARK 170,000 TONS AND 

THE FAEROE ISLANDS 40,000 TONS. THE FAEROESE 
FOUND THE 40,000 TONS UNACCEPTABLE AND WOULD 
NOT PUBLICLY TAKE PART OF THE DANISH QUOTA WHICH 
WAS OFFERED IN SUBSEQUENT DISCUSSIONS BETWEEN 
THE DANES AND THE FAEROESE. COMBOINING THE TWO 
QUOTAS OVERCAME THE OPPOSITION WHICH HAD BEEN 
PRIMARILY BASED ON POLITICAL AND NATIONALISTIC 
CONSIDERATIONS. OUT OF THE COMBINED DANISH 210,000 
TON QUOTA, IT IS UNDERSTOOD THAT THE FAEROESE 
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WILL HAVE MORE THAN 40,000 TONS. 

4. IT IS GENERALLY EXPECTED THAT THE NEAFC 
PROPOSAL WILL BE ACEPTED BY THE NECESSARY MA- 
JORITY OF THE CONTRACTING STATES VOTING, AND THAT 
THE RECOMMENDATION WILL PASS. 

5. THE OBJECTION PERIOD TO ANY RECOMMENDATION 



Deciassified/Reieased US Department of State EO Systematic Review 30 JUN 2005 




Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 30 JUN 2005 



MAY LAST AS LONG AS 180 DAYS UNDER NEAFC RULES. 

AS A RESULT, THE NEAFC PRESIDENT ASKED THE CON- 
TRACTING STATES TO INDICATE, WHEN VOTING ON 
HIS PROPOSAL, WHETHER THEY WOULD OBJECT TO THE 
RECOMMENDATION IE THE VOTE WAS IN APPROVAL. 

IT WAS HOPED THAT BY THIS UNUSUAL PROCEDURE, 

A HERRING QUOTA MIGHT BECOME EEFECTIVE BY JULY 1. 
SOME CONTRACTING STATES HAD INDICATED LEGAL 
DIEFICULTIES OVER THIS PROCEDURE. THE GOVERMENT 
OE DENMARK NOTED IN ITS CURRENT VOTE ON THE 
PROPOSAL THAT IT FACED CERTAIN TECHNICAL PROB- 
LEMS CONCERNING IMPLEMENTATION OF THE MEASURE 
EOR THE EAEROE ISLANDS (SEE REF B), BUT THAT 
IT WOULD ATTEMPT TO OVERCOME THE PROBLEMS BY 
JULY 1 OR TO CARRY ON IN THE SPIRIT OF THE RE- 
COMMENDATION. 

6. THE RECOMMENDATION, EVEN IF APPROVED, WILL 
BE BINDING PROVIDED THAT NO MORE THAN TWO CON- 
TRACTING STATES OBJECT TO IT WITHIN THE PRESCRIBED 
OBJECTION PERIOD. 

7. IN ADDITION, ANOTHER OBSTACLE WHICH STILL 
JEOPARDIZES SUCESSEUL ESTABLISHMENT OE THE 
TAC IS THE ARTICLE 7(2) REVISIN OE THE NEAEC 
CONVENTION. BELGIUM WILL HAVE HAD TO APPROVE 
THE REVISION BY THAT DATE AND QUESTIONING OE 
ICELAND'S EXCEPTION IN ITS APPROVAL OE THE RE- 
VISION WILL HAVE TO BE PLACED IN ABEYANCE. 

8. ACTION REQUESTED. AMEMBASSY LONDON MAY 
WISH TO CONTACT THE NEAFC SECRETARIAT IN LONDON 
TO VERIFY VOTE ON THE PROPOSAL. 
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